INSURANCE. 417

665. The business done by the British fire companies Susines

resulted in a balance in their favour of $237,216, being a S

decrease of $437,763 as compared with 1885, as shown by **™**
the following statement :—

1885, 1886.
Paid for losses.,.ee veees e e $LE12,873 $2,347,433
o genelal expenses eai s s 819,596 872,594
AL e verrres crmsenererereesrrsennee 92,732,460 $3,220,028
Received for preminms . .oevervoiiiiiniens #,407,453 3,457,242
Ralance in fATour . s ccvceirie e 5 674,084 $ 237,218

The business of the last 12 years, 1875 to 1886, has
resulted in an excess of payments over receipts of $17,305,
but this adverse balance is due to the disastrous fire at St.
John, 1877, where the losses paid by the British companies
amounted to four and one-half millions. It appears certain
that another year will see the balance reversed.

666. The following is a comparative statement of the By Amen.

can com-
business done by American companies in 1885 and 1886 :— pantes.
1885. 1886,

Pald for losses... $200,603 $239,310

# general expenses 86,206 97,438

Total.... 295,849 %$336,748

Received for premiums. . vveren cceerercs ceenirens 396,682 427,844
Balance in favour....v i, S100,784 5 91,096

667. A similar comparative statement of the business done By Cans-

iAD com-
by Canadian companies is found below:— panies.
1285, 1886,
Paid for losses... o $1,985,237 $2,128,943
i general e'{penses e 017,879 926,299
0 dividends .. 99,896 114,809
TOAlireriins vevivn seereessenes $3,033,033 ............ 53,170,061
Received for premiums...... 3,089,381 3,080,851
& from other sources 127, 196 139,223
Total coerevrrrenees mvecreeions 3,212,517 ervrerns 2,230,074
Balance in favour. ccoccccee cooverennviirsnr e B209,544 ol iene iﬁo,ﬂ%

o



